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The Constellation

Honoring our Histories 
Celebrating our Lives

Dear Adoption Mosaic Constellation,

It has been an exciting year of growth for Adoption Mosaic, and I have been honored to 
serve as the President of the Board throughout 2009. My tenure in this role is quickly 
coming to an end. I will remain on the Board in 2010, as our Program Committee Chair. I 
am excited to announce that Lani Faith will be the President of the Board beginning in 
January of 2010. Lani is currently a Board member and the Chair of the Marketing    
committee for Adoption Mosaic. She is also the Director of Marketing and College Relations at Warner Pacific College. As an 
adoptee herself, Lani has worked hard to make meaning of her own adoption experience while also showing deep respect 
for others’ adoption experiences. We are very lucky to have Lani as our next board president!

As a parent of three children and a part-time psychologist, I was a bit anxious about taking on the President role this past 
year. Yet, I felt called to step up to the plate. I believe in Adoption Mosaic. Not only have I seen how the organization has 
touched the lives of others, but I have seen how it has changed me. I have been a parent for over 14 years, but I have been 
stretched in the past two years more than ever before to grow in my role as an adoptive parent. I give Adoption Mosaic much 
of the credit for the change that has happened within me. I’ve learned so much and have developed professional              
relationships and friendships with my Adoption Mosaic community that will no doubt last a lifetime. 

We have accomplished so much this year. At least 624 people participated in our workshops, conferences, and youth 
groups. 42 workshops were conducted on a variety of topics, including Adoption Readiness, Transracial Parenting,      
Parent-Child Attachment, and Youth Activity Groups. We pulled off four successful fundraising events, and launched our new 
exciting African/African-American Hair Care workshop. We are developing new programs and future events such as a Race 
Conference, as well as adoption-related programs for school professionals, birth parents, 
LGBTQ families, and single parent families. Our website continues to flourish and gain    
national attention, with an exciting, active blog that you must check out.

I confess that I have been one to change the radio dial from public radio during fundraising 
week. I have told myself that I would send a check in the near future and reassured myself 
that others with more money and time will keep them afloat. I now have a different view as 
an Adoption Mosaic insider. I see how much every check counts and how every volunteer is 
a needed, utilized volunteer. We are a small nonprofit, and cannot afford to wait for the 
“others with more money and time.” We need your involvement. Please consider how  
Adoption Mosaic has touched you, and reflect on ways that you can support our work. 
Please visit our website to donate online. Thank you for your support this last year, as I sign 
off from my role as the 2009 president of the Board. 

With deep thanks, 

Ally Burr-Harris
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Check out our blog at 
www.blog.adoptionmosaic.org 

And keep an eye out for our 
new dialogue on adoption   
language coming soon!!



2

Thank You For All Your Support In 2008-2009!

Donations of $500 +
Sheri Campbell & John Redder

Dabbeni Family
Nike Inc. (employee matching funds)

Normand & Chris Reynolds
Standard Insurance (employee matching funds)

State of Oregon (DHS)

Brian Andersen
Shaun Bresnahan
Kerwin Carambot
Craig & Renee Combris
Lani Faith
Ralph & Anne Ginocchio (on behalf of 
Lila Ginocchio)

Donations of $100-$499

Angie Brummitt
David Sweet & Rosemarie Cordello
Frederick & Noelle Dobson
William Eck 
Bill & Janet Edwards
Lorraine & Frank Fullerton
Ruth Gill
Dan Petrillo & Sarah Granger
Robert & Polly Gravely

Donations up to $49
Meg & Kelly Jeske
Shari Levine
Rob & Shelly Lufkin
Chris Medinger & Tara Johnson-
Medinger
Wendy March & T. Zale Schoenborn
Erik & Meg Merrill
Richard & Barbara Molony
Carmen Rasmussen (on behalf of Lila 
Ginocchio)

Abby Harris
Intel (employee matching funds)
Sharon & Larry Holtz
Debbie Kaufman
Mark & Gretchen Lytle (on behalf of 
Lila Ginocchio)
Kevin McGrorty
Larry & Patty McGrorty 

Michael McGrorty
Anthony & Lynn Nania
Khaemille Parham
Russ & Mary Reid
Mary Reynolds
Pamela Sillars
Brad Simmons
Joseph Stern
Bud & Betsy Valian

Mina Bacigalupi
Nunzia Mannelli & Bill Brewer
Ally Burr-Harris

Donations of $50- $99
Jerry & Caroline Bybee 
Inkwell Xpress
Dana Perryman
Betty Powell 

Mary & Lewis Reid
MereAnn & Theodore Reid
Michael & Carrie Reynolds
Todd Wallar 

Jennifer & Doug Ricks
Katharine Riker
Kurt & Donett Sand
Joseph Santos-Lyons
Jami & Wade Symons

Brian Andersen
Mina Bacigalupi
Erin Barone
Donna Belladona
Jennifer Blakely
Coco Brush
Mahal Burr
Ally Burr-Harris
Rees Bushman
Keevin Bybee
Kim Callahan
Kerwin Carambot
Sheri Campbell
Sandy Carter-Templeman
Katie Christians 
Mary Cloos
Maya Dabbeni

Paolo Dabbeni
Amy Drew
Madhulika Dutta
Penny Edwards
Lani Faith
Frank Filz
Saranna Filz
Lisa Frack
Micah Francesconi
Shelise Gieseke 
Lilly Glass
Felerie Gonzales
Silvia Gozzini
Kimberly Hyatt
Jaya Rose Salon
Kelly Jeske 
Meg Jeske

Debbie Kaufman
LaCrisha Kaufman
Tara Kim
Sally Lee
Cliff Leonardi
Liane Lucas
Andrea Matthiessen
Robert Manning
Michael McGrorty 
Kevin McGrorty
Heather McLendon
Keith Miyakawa 
Livia Montana
Pam Pousche
Nico Rand
Samantha Redder
Charlene Redder

  Volunteers

MereAnn Reid
Christine Reynolds
Normand Reynolds
Doug Ricks
Jennifer Ricks
Liz Rogers
Rev. Joseph Santos-
Lyons 
Mee Seon
Kim Slack
Melissa Smith-
Hohnstein 
Steph Spann
Jennifer Stephenson
David Tilchin
Kiyauna Williams
Nina Yates 
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 January 3, 17 & 31 ~ African-American Hair Care Series (3 Part Series) 
 January 12 ~ Movie Group – Adult adoptees only (Movie: First Person Plural) 
 January 23 & 24 ~ Adoption Readiness 
 January 23 ~ Strengthening Attachment with Your Child (Ages 6 and younger) 
 January 23 ~ Youth Activity Group – Parent Orientation 
 January 25 ~ Youth Activity Group – 6 week series begins (Grades 1 – 6) 
 January 30 ~ What & When: Talking with Your Child About Adoption 
 January 30 ~ Lifestory Books – Every Child Has a History 

 February 11, 18 & 25 ~ We Can Do Better Series (3 Part Series) 
 February 20 ~ Strengthening Attachment with Your Child (Ages 7 and older) 
 February 20 ~ Transracial Parenting (Part B) 
 February 27 ~ Transracial Parenting Workshop in Chicago, IL 

 March 5 & 6 ~ Raising Resilient Rascals Conference – Seattle, WA 
 March 9 ~ Movie Group – Open to the community (Movie: I Am Sam) 
 March 13 & 14 ~ Adoption Readiness 
 March 13 ~ Transracial Parenting – (Part C) 
 March 13 ~ Transracial Adult Adoptee Panel  
 March 26 & 27 ~ Transracial Parenting Workshop in Seattle, WA 

 April 3 ~ Youth Activity Group – Parent Orientation 
 April 5 ~ Youth Activity Group – 6 week series begins (Grades 1 – 6) 
 April 5 ~ Adult Adoptee Group – 6 week series begins 
 April 17 ~ Transracial Parenting – (Part A) 

Adoption Mosaic ~ At a Glance 

March

Adoption Mosaic regularly adds 
new dates to our calendar, 

check adoptionmosaic.org for 
the most recent schedule

Jan.

Feb.

Adoption-Focused Picture Books for Children

By Ally Burr-Harris

Most of the available picture books for children about adoption are written from the            
perspective of an adoptive parent, and it may be that we need to look at possible biases that 
come with this vantage point. In our efforts to reassure children of the permanency and     
security of their adoptive family, have we neglected to help children make sense of their birth 
story and explore why their parents decided to adopt? Certainly, young children need to  
celebrate and feel good about their adoption story, but they also need to feel like their birth 

story is valued. I would argue that we need to convey both of these elements of adoption to young children. Children ages 
3 to 5 are at a developmental stage that requires reassurance of being loved, and being able to trust in the security and 
permanence of their adoptive family. In the case of transracial adoption, they may be seeking reassurance of connection 
in spite of the physical differences that they now see reflected in their family. 

Thus, it seems appropriate for early picture books to include both the aspect of belonging to the adoptive family and    
having come from their birth or foster family. In addition, parents need to practice getting comfortable telling their child the
whole story, and picture books provide a great medium for this process. For this initial stage, possibilities might include    
Motherbridge of Love (reviewed in this newsletter), Mama (reviewed in the summer 09 edition of The Constellation), Tell 
Me Again about the Night I was Born, and A Mother for Choco (review forthcoming). I would suggest that more           
complicated issues such as the birth parent’s possible reasons for making an adoption plan, or whether the birth parent 
grieves for the child are best tackled in the next developmental stage, beginning around age 5 or 6. Examples of picture 
books that tackle some of the birth story questions that might run through a child’s mind include Megan’s Birthday Tree: A 
Story About Open Adoption , Forever Fingerprints: An Amazing Discovery for Adopted Children, Mulberry Bird: An     
Adoption Story, and Mommy Far, Mommy Near: An Adoption Story. Keep an eye on our website, and future issues of The 
Constellation for reviews of these and other books.

April
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In The Spotlight 
Adoptee and Community Movie Night

“I am able to discuss my authentic 
feelings with the people I've met in 
the Adult Adoptee Movie Group 
because I know they really get it 
and truly understand how I feel…
there are some things that you can 
only talk to another adoptee about 
and know that they genuinely    
understand what you are going 
through. Through the open        
discussions I have gleaned some 
perspective from birth parents that 
I never had thought of before.  
Movie Group has been a very  
eye-opening, emotional and 
thought-provoking experience for 
me.”  

-Tracy Stout, Adult Adoptee

Our first movie night began 5 years ago in the living room of executive 
director Astrid Dabbeni. Movie Night was born from the idea that      
gathering adoptees together to view mainstream adoption-themed    
movies would be a perfect way to open up conversation among 
adoptees. Watching movies together served as a springboard 
to begin a rich dialogue. 

Since then our Adoptee Movie Nights have become an    
Adoption Mosaic mainstay. Occasionally we would open up 
the group and encouraged participants to “bring a guest.” 
Adoptees brought their birthparents, adoptive parents and 
friends. On these nights, the conversations took on a new and  
different dynamic. We soon realized how important it is to   
experience each group, and split our movie nights into adoptee only 
nights and community nights. In this way we are able to maintain a    
private space for adoptees to gather alone, while also being able to   
experience the unique conversation that occurs when all adoption    
community members are included.

Adoption Movie Nights have spawned several other projects. We have 
taken a huge interest in adoption-themed films and documentaries and 
now maintain a large and varied private library. We have created an 
“Adoption in the Movies” booklet that includes reviews and information 
about 27 adoption-themed movies and documentaries. And we are    
currently working on a kid’s movie booklet that will be an adoptive       
parent’s must-have guide to adoption-themed movies for children. Check 
www.adoptionmosaic.org often for updates on our progress! 

Our Adoption in the Movies booklet 
takes the reader on a guided tour of 27 
important adoption themed movies and               
documentaries. Besides a plot description, 
we’ve also included insightful points that 
pertain to the movie subject and questions 
to get your discussion going 

Similar to Adoption Mosaic Movie Nights, 
this booklet creates a great jumping off 
point for you, your family, and your friends 
to dialogue about important adoption      
issues. It also gives you all the tools      
necessary to start your own movie night. 

This booklet may be purchased for $10.00 on our website. This would 
make a fabulous gift for friends and family!

Adoption in the Movies 
Booklet






