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PAOLO DABBENI was born and raised in northern Italy and moved 
to Oregon in 1998. After years of practicing sports, he found a career 
in the sporting good industry as a developer. Now happily married 
with a 10-year-old daughter, he enjoys spending time with his family, 
cycling and occasionally snowboarding.

SHELLEY DALMAU wants you to know that birth parents’ circum-
stances change. In fact, she’d like everyone to sweep aside old, outdated 
and inaccurate stereotypes in favor of fresh exploration and invites all 
readers in the Portland, Oregon area to attend the Birth Parent Panel 
Discussion hosted by Adoption Mosaic on May 15, 2013. 

LISA FRACK is a Portland mother of two, now 6 and 9 years 
old. She is a friend and running pal to an adult adoptee, friend and 
neighbor to several adoptive parents, and a person-who-formerly-
planned-to-adopt-but-changed-her-mind. She is constantly amazed 
how many people, everywhere she turns, are touched by adoption 
in one way or another.

SHELISE GIESEKE is a transracial, Korean adoptee, waiting to find her 
Korean family. She also works at Adoption Mosaic, coedits the Land of 
Gazillion Adoptees blog, and generally tries to encourage open and critical 
thinking about the adoption experience. Shelise will begin parenting as 
an adoptee in February 2013.

CARMEN HINCKLEY is a 2008 graduate of University of Oregon. She 
was adopted from Brazil as an infant and is currently living in Portland, 
Oregon. She started volunteering for Adoption Mosaic in February 2012.

JASON LAPIER pays the bills by writing software and spends the 
rest of his time writing creatively. His science fiction novel Unexpected 
Rain is available at OpenBookFiction.com, and he is currently finalizing 
a modern-day speculative fiction novel. Jason was born and raised in 
upstate New York and now lives in Portland, Oregon.

CARMEN MILLER is a photographer and adventurer. As a result, she 
has a strong desire to document visually the unexpected experiences 
that come along the way. She has a deep appreciation for clever design 
and enjoys storytelling through a wide variety of mediums--photography 
being one of them. 

ANDREA O’DONNELL lives in Portland, Oregon with her husband 
and two young children. She is a volunteer for Adoption Mosaic.

KEVIN OST-VOLLMERS is the founder of Land of Gazillion Adoptees 
(LGA). Through LGA, Kevin works closely with adoptees to run a popular 
multi-media blog. Along with Adam Reholz of CQT Media And Publishing, 
Kevin co-edited the anthology Parenting As Adoptees. Kevin also 
co-operates the adoptee-centric film website Watch Adoptee Films 
with Jared Rehberg.

JOY LIEBERTHAL RHO, RLCSW, has worked in the field of adoption 
for over 12 years in policy, advocacy, placement and post-adoption. She 
has a private practice  primarily  serving adoptees.  She was president 
of Also-Known-As, a non-profit volunteer organization for international 
adoptees for 6 years. She writes a blog:  www.adoptionechoes.com
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The View from Here
In this article, you’ll hear the 
voices of eight constellation 
members.
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